
Continued on the other side… 

“The Power of the Gospel” 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths © 2011 - pastorpat@waukeshabible.org 

July 24, 2011 

 “Because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the 
gospel.”  (Colossians 1:5) 

Read Colossians 1:3-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of our opening graphic is to show the focus of the paragraph.  In all the various 
parts and movements it all comes back to the Gospel.  Paul initiates his letter with an opening 
prayer of thanksgiving for his audience.  This pattern of gratitude is not only common for the 
apostle but is indicative of those who know the Lord.  To understand the passage it is helpful 
to see how Paul works from the giving of thanks to the individual who brought them the 
gospel.  Consider the following, offered in an attempt to clarify this passage. 
 

Give thanks (3) 
| 

Faith in Christ (4a) 
| 

Love for all the saints (4b) 
| 

Because of the hope (5a) 
| 

The gospel (5b, 6) 
| 

Epaphras (7, 8) 
 
Paul gave thanks to God for the believers because of their faith in Christ resulting in their love 
for all the saints which is a consequence of the hope produced by the gospel which was 
brought to them by Epaphras. 
 
To reverse the order, we note how Epaphras was the human instrument who brought to them 
the gospel.  The gospel brings hope, and when believed results in a faith in Christ and a love 
for His people.  And for this, Paul gave thanks to God. 
 
The centerpiece of this passage is the gospel.  Without the gospel, Paul could not return thanks 
nor would his audience have believed.  The gospel is the word of truth.  Such truth is contrary 
to anything else touting itself as good news.  The gospel seed bears gospel fruit.  There is a 
“fruit” produced by the gospel and from which the gospel seed is reproduced.  One is able to 
know truth by the fruit it bears.  The gospel is the grace of God.  The good news from God is 
freely given to everyone everywhere.  It is a liberating message, not one that binds. 
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Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

What Paul says concerning the gospel begins laying the foundation for his presentation of who 
Christ is and what He has done.  This “good news” (i.e. gospel) is in contrast to “bad news”.  
Epaphras brought the good news and others are bringing bad news.  The bad news brought is 
the opposite of what Paul says concerning the good news.  The bad news is not true and does 
not produce the fruit of faith, love, and hope.  The consequences of bad news are skepticism, 
selfishness, and insecurity.  The bad news is the opposite of grace.  It is works-based and 
produces a performance-derived acceptance.  Everything Paul writes celebrates the good news 
of Jesus Christ.  His gratitude is intentional, and celebrating the truth neutralizes the error. 
 
This is the Story God wrote into existence and promised for us in Genesis 3:15 and pictured in 
Genesis 3:21.  When the seed promise is fulfilled and the picture is completed, His people will 
be freed from the debt of their sins and adopted into His eternal family. 


